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RBA is a creative studio of architects and designers based in Singapore. RBA was founded in 
2009 as Red Bean Architects by principal Teo Yee Chin and has since built up an acclaimed body 
of work. Since its inception, RBA has been discerning in accepting commissions and has taken 
no more than six projects a year. RBA focuses on delivering each project very well, starting from 
a thorough design and documentation process to a hawk-eyed control of the construction works 
on site.

RBA is a registered practice with the Board of Architects Singapore and the Singapore Institute 
of Architects. RBA’s approach to each project originates from the studio’s concerns with 
urbanism, sustainability, history and ethics. Architecture transcends mere building. Every 
piece of Architecture is seen as a beautiful and unique construction that has the potential to 
contribute to society, activate the city, and enrich human history.

LENG HOUSE

The land on which this new dwelling is to stand is vast, 
large enough to house four “good-class” bungalows. The 
land is entered from the road at its highest point and 
slopes down thereafter, by as much as twelve metres at 
the farthest edge.

The potential of such a site is drastically altered with the 
presence of an existing two-storey house. This building, 
eighty years of age and gazetted to be conserved, is 
perched at the highest point of the land and commands 
the site. Due to planning guidelines, any new building on 
the lower ground can only be lower than the heritage 
house, thereby safeguarding its primary presence.

While the first instincts of a new landowner would be 
to stamp his distinctive mark with architecture, the 
ambition of the design effort shifted early on to defer 
to the old structure. The forms inserted beside the 
existing house are kept simple and finished in natural raw 
materials of timber and stone. 

Much of the accommodation is housed underground, 
receiving light through sunken courtyards and oblique 
windows. A slim white colonnade elegantly stretches the 
length of the site and serves as a connecting datum for 
the underground and above ground spaces.


